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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Horn Q u a r t e r ,  a  Federa l - s ty l e  r e s idence ,  i s  loca ted  on a  r i s e  a t  t he  end o f  an a x i a l  
Earn, lane o f f  Route 614 i n  King William County. The r ec tangu la r ,  5 7 '  x 4 0 ' ,  two-story b r i c k  
. t ruc tu re  has a  double-p i le ,  c e n t r a l - h a l l  plan and is s e t  on a  b r i c k  foundation.  A l l  the  
ga l l s  a r e  executed i n  notably  f i n e  Flemish bond with o i l e d  b r i ck .  Gauged b r i c k  e l l i p t i c a l  
arches enhance both the  main (south)  and r e a r  (nor th)  ent rances .  A corbeled  b r i c k  water  
table is located above the  basement s t o r y .  The o r i g i n a l  painted mor tar  j o i n t s  a r e  s t i l l  
~ i s i b l e  under the  sou th  por t i co .  

The cen te r  bay of the  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  preserves i t s  o r i g i n a l  t e t r a s t y l e  Roman Doric 
pediinented por t i co  with paired stuccoed columns and p i l a s t e r s .  The c a p i t a l s  a r e  unusual 
and have egg-and-dart molding and a  row of acanthus leaves .  The e n t a b l a t u r e  has a  t r i g l y p h -  
embellished f r i e z e  and an egg-and-dart cornice  with mutules. The co rn ice  is repea ted  a long 
the eaves. 

The small  porch on the (north)  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  s h e l t e r s  the  f i r s t - s t o r y  en t rance .  The 
porch p a r t i a l l y  covers the keystone and s t y l i s t i c a l l y  would appear t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a  l a t e r  
addi t ion .  The porch has paired f l u t e d  columns, Temple of the  Wind c a p i t a l s . ,  a  bracketed 
f r i e z e  and a  f l a t  r o o f .  The porch a s  we l l  a s  the  f r o n t  por t ico  is s e t  on a b r i c k  podium and 
has g ran i t e  s t e p s  and pedes ta l s .  The g r a n i t e  on the  f r o n t  s t e p s  appears  t o  be  a  l a t e r  
addi t ion  and may d a t e  from t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of the  r e a r  porch. 

' The f r o n t  and r e a r  doorways a r e  s i m i l a r  i n  execution.  They c o n s i s t  o f  a  f a n l i g h t - t r a n -  
som en t ry  with complementing g l a s s  s i d e l i g h t s .  The doorway is d iv ided by I o n i c  co lonne t t e s  
~ h i c h  support  a  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  a  d e n t i l e d  cornice .  The composition is enclosed w i t h i r  
an e l l i p t i c a l  a rch  with s tone  keystones and imposts. The o r i g i n a l  door remains i n  each 
entry.  Both have a  bead which d iv ides  the  panels i n  i m i t a t i o n  oE a  double door .  A beaded, 
drought-iron knocker ornaments the  r e a r  door. The i r o n  r a i l i n g s  on t h e  r e a r  s t e p s  a r e  a  
20ih-century add i t ion .  

F i rs t -and second-story f e n e s t r a t i o n  on the  nor th ,  e a s t  and west e l e v a t i o n s  c o n s i s t s  of 
616  hung-sash windows i n  sir,aple a r c h i t r a v e s  topped by l i n t e l  heads wi th  turned corner  b locks .  
Rectangular-panel i n s e t s  conta in ing  f l u t e d  ovals  a r e  found between the  f i r s t - a n d  second- 
s tory  windows on the  nor th ,  e a s t  and west e l e v a t i o n s .  Basement windows c o n t a i n  s ix-pane 
sash. The 6 1 6  hung-sash windows on the  south  e l e v a t i o n  a r e  f lanked by 212 s i d e l i g h t s .  The 
fiindows on the  second s t o r y  have paneled, Adamesque-style i n s e t  panels  wi th  Eluted o v a l s  
below the s i l l s .  Or ig ina l  louvred s h u t t e r s  remain on most of the  windows. The h i p  roof is 
:overed by s l a t e  s h i n g l e s  and has a  smal l  ba lus t raded deck which r e p l a c e s  an e a r l i e r  example. 
'Itro i n t e r i o r  end chimneys a r e  loca ted  on the  e a s t  and west e l e v a t i o n s .  

Horn Quarter  conta ins  a  d i s t ingu i shed  Adanrsque i p t e r i o r .  The house has a  c e n t r a l - h a l l  
plan t h a t  has i n  i t s  no r theas te rn  corner  an open-well s t a i r  t h a t  runs  from t h e  basement t o  
the a t t i c .  The basement conta ins  a  stone-paved h a l l  t h a t  opens on t o  f i v e  rooms. The rooms 
yere used f o r  s t o r a g e  and perhaps informal d in ing .  The s t a i r  begins i n  the  basement wi th  a  
s p i r a l  newel and winds t o  the  top  wi th  square b a l u s t e r s ,  a  rounded h a n d r a i l  and scro l l - sawn 
>rackets .  The f i r s t - a n d  second-floor  c e n t e r  h a l l s  a r e  each d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by an  e l l i p t i c a l  
srch t h a t  has f l u t e d  column supports  wi th  carved I o n i c  c a p i t a l s ,  a  s t y l i z e d  keys tone ,  and 
~andsonely  p r o f i l e d  moldings and gouge work. A l l  the  woodwork is p r e s e n t l y  pa in ted  whi te ;  
.vidence was found of the  use o f  marbleizing on the  columns and g r a i n i n g  on t h e  doors.  

(See con t inua t ion  s h e e t  # l )  
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STATEMENTOFSIGNIFICANCE Horn Quar ter  s t ands  a s  one of t h e  most impress ive  and h igh ly  orna-  
mental Federa l - s ty l e  r e s idences  i n  t h e  Commonwealth. The house was e r e c t e d  i n  1829-30 f o r  
George Taylor,  son of t h e  noted a g r a r i a n  reformer,  p o l i t i c i a n ,  and pamphleteer John Taylor  
of Carol ine County. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  Horn Quar ter  belongs t o  a n  important  group o f  sophi; 

t i c a t e d  Federa l  houses, inc luding Hampstead, New Kent County, e r e c t e d  i n  1827 and Magno- 
l i a  Grange, Ches te r f i e ld  County, e rec ted  i n  1823, which apparen t ly  s h a r e s a  common y e t  
u n i d e n t i f i e d  b u i l d e r .  S imi la r  on t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  a l l  t h e  houses have comparable, r e f i n e d  
i n t e r i o r  woodwork and ornamental plasterwork l a r g e l y  based on i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n  Asher 
Benjamin and Daniel Raynard's The American Bui lder ' s  Companion (Boston, 1806). Both 
Horn Quarter  and Hanlpstead con ta in  magnif icent  th ree - s to ry  sp i ra l  s t a i r s ,  perhaps t h e  two 
most outs tanding examples of t h e i r  form i n  the  s t a t e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
embellishments,  Horn Quar t e r  is noted f o r  the  remnants of i t s  o r i g i n a l  e l a b o r a t e  gardens 
and f o r  being one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  V i rg in ia  houses wi th  documented indoor plumbing. 

The e a r l i e s t  known re fe rence  t o  the  name "Horn Quar t e r "  was found i n  1722 when Frede r i ck  
Jones of North Carol ina d i r e c t e d  h i s  b ro the r  t o  dispose of a l l  h i s  l ands  i n  King William 
County commonly known a s  "Horn's Quarter ."  By the  1770s t h e  p r o p e r t y  had passed t o  t h e  
Nelson family of Yorktown i n  the  person of Council lor  William Nelson. A l e t t e r  from Major 
John Nelson t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  Governor Thomas Nelson, a s i g n e r  of t h e  Dec la ra t ion  o f  Indepen- 
dence, i s  postmarked "Horn Quar ter , "  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a dwel l ing  e x i s t e d  on  t h e  proper ty  a t  
t h a t  time. I n  1794 John Nelson, then the  owner o f  t h e  proper ty ,  is charged with 23 s l a v e s  
a post  chaise  and a c h a i r ,  sugges t ing  a s u b s t a n t i a l  farming ope ra t ion .  I n  1795 t h e  proper  
t y  cons i s t ing  of 1,000 a c r e s  was purchased by William Penn of $leckleuburg County, North 
Carol ina f o r  4,166 pounds. A t  Penn's dea th  the  property was i n h e r i t e d  by h i s  s i s t e r  Lucy 
Penn Taylor (Mrs. John Taylor)  who deeded i t  t o  he r  son D r .  John Taylor .  I n  1811 D r .  Tay- 
l o r  so ld  the  proper ty  t o  h i s  b ro the r  Edmund Taylor of Carol ine f o r  7,000 pounds. I n  1825 
the  acreage is charged t o  a t h i r d  b r o t h e r ,  George Taylor ,  "from E d l n d  T a y l o r ' s  e 8 t a t e ; " l  
Improvements a r e  l i s t e d  as $1,500. By 1830 the  improvements inc reased  t o  $6,000 w i t h  t h e  
n o t a t i o n  "$4,500 added on account o f  bui lding. l t2 I n  1838 another  $120 w a s  added f o r  b u i l d  
ings  and i n  1840 t h e  v a l u a t i o n  f o r  improvements increased  t o  $12,000 w i t h  no explanat ion .  
An 1864 map ind ica ted  a s u b s t a n t i a l  complex o f  bui ld ings  i n  the  area, s e v e r a l  o f  which 
su rv ive  t o  t h e  present .  

George Taylor,  o r i g i n a l  owner of Horn Quarter ,  f i r s t  appears  i n  t h e  personal  proper ty  
books of 1827 a s  having 30 s l a v e s  and a $500 c a r r i a g e ,  marks o f  cons ide rab le  wealth.  He i 
l i s t e d  i n  t h e  census f o r  King William County i n  1840 but  the  t a x  books show him "of Rich- 
mond" by 1843. Besides h i s  King William property,  Taylor owned a r a t h e r  spacious  r e s idenc  
i n  Richmond c a l l e d  "Hanover House" which was b u i l t  i n  1813-14. Located a t  101 South F i f t h  
S t r e e t ,  i t  was demolished i n  1892. It would appear t h a t  Taylor d iv ided  h i s  t ime between 
the  two res idences .  

According t o  a lawsuit ,"Taylor  v .  Taylor" of 1858-60 f o r  t h e  custody o f  t h e i r  son,  M r .  & 
M r s .  Taylor r e s ided  i n  Richmond during t h e  '40s and e a r l y  '50s but  s p e n t  much time a t  Horn 
Q u a r t e r  e s p e c i a l l y  dur ing  t h e  summer months. Following t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  and d ivorce  o r 
& Mrs. T&o? i n  1856, Taylor moved h i s  res idence  t o  Horn Quar t e r  wher. he S U  e v i s e d  %; 
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Beninning a t  a poin t  about  1% miles  N of Patnunkey River,  3500' W o f  Bleak H i l l  Fork, 3.2 - . 
miles NE of Hanover; thence extending approximately 1,400' S ,  W t h e n  S fo l lowing n a t u r a l  
boundary; thence extending 2,000' S along E s i d e  of p r i v a t e  d r i v e  t o  W s i d e  o f  S t a t e  
Route 614;t:lr ~ c e  extending 2,200' SW then W along s a i d  s i d e  o f  (See Continuat ion Sheet  #3) 
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6 .  REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS - 
2 .  V i r g i n i a  l l i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 

1968, 1979 
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 

7 .  DESCRIPTION ---- 

The f r o n t  and r e a r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  h a l l  c e i l i n g s  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  e l a b o r a t e l y  
ornamented w i t h  Adamesque-s ty le  p l a s t e r e d  c e i l i n g  m e d a l l i o n s .  E l a b o r a t e  p l a s t e r e d  c o r n i c e s  
and p l a s t e r e d  pane led  c e i l i n g s  a r e  found i n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  rooms o n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  
S imple r  p l a s t e r  mold ings  g r a c e  t h e  s e c o n d - f l o o r  k e i l i n g s .  The c e i l i n g  m e d a l l i o n s  a r e  
based  on i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n  Asher Benjamin and D a n i e l  ~ a y n e r d ' s ,  The American B u i l d e r ' s  - 
Companion, 1806,  p l a t e s  25 ,  2 t  and 27. The doorways i n  t h e  f i r s t -  a n d  s e c o n d - f l o o r  

P -------- h a l l s  and i n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  rooms a r e  e l a b o r a t e l y  t r e a t e d ,  t h e  mos t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h a v i n g  p a i .  
ed c o l o n n e t t e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  comple te  e n t a b l a t u r e s  w i t h  a n c a n t h u s  o r n a m e n t a t i o n .  
The window frames f l a n k i n g  t h e  m a n t e l  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  p a r l o r  a r e  t h e  m o s t  e l a b o r a t e  i n  
t h e  house .  The f rames  have p a i r e d ' c o l o n n e t t e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  rounded a r c h e s  t h a t  a r e  
e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  c a b l e  mold ings  and s t y l i z e d  k e y s t o n e s .  The f i r s t - f l o o r  m a n t e l s  a r e  
h i g h l y  F e d e r a l  i n  f e e l i n g  and c o n s i s t  o f  f l u t e d  I o n i c  columns t h a t  s u p p o r t  a n  e l o n g a t e d  
e n t a b l a t u r e  e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  c a r v e d  a c a n t h u s  and p l a i n  t a b l e t s .  The m a r b l e  m a n t e l  
i n  t h e  sou thwes t  p a r l o r  i s  a  V i c t o r i a n  r e p l a c e m e n t .  S e c o n d - f l o o r  m a n t e l s  show more 
r e s t r a i n t  i n  c a r v i n g .  

The s e c o n d - f l o o r  rooms c o n t a i n  molded c h a i r  r a i l s  and s y m m e t r i c a l l y  molded 
a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  w i t h  t u r n e d  c o r n e r  b l o c k s .  Paneled wa insc 'o t i& e m b e l l i s h e s  t h e  
a r e a  u n d e r  t h e  window s i l l s .  O r i g i n a l  c l o s e t s  e x i s t  between t h e  n o r t h e r n  and  s o u t h e r n  
chambers .  They may have housed o r i g i n a l  plumbing f i x t u r e s  and now s e r v e  a s  ba th rooms  
and d r e s s i n g  rooms. A l l  f l o o r s  a r e  o f  p i n e ,  and a l l  w a l l s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d .  

The e s t a t e  i s  f o r t u n a t e  i n  r e t a i n i n g  b o t h  i t s  f r o n t  and r e a r  d e p e n d e n c i e s .  The 
r e a r  ( n o r t h )  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  one  s t o r y  i n  h e i g h t  and a r e  e x e c u t e d  i n  F l e m i s h  bond.  The 
s t r u c t u r e s  have 6 / 6  hung-sash  windows, d o o r s  and pyramidal  r o o f s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  
s h i n g l e s .  On a x i s  w i t h  t h e  main house  and a l s o  f l a n k e d  by t h e  d e p e n d e n c i e s ,  t h e  
o v e r s e e r ' s  house  is a  t w o - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  e x e c u t e d  i n  Flemish bond. It is c o v e r e d  
by a  h i p  r o o f  and h a s  two i n t e r i o r  end ehimneys and 616 hung s a s h .  The f i r s t - s t o r y  
s c r e e n e d  porch i s  c o v e r e d  by a  shed  r o o f .  A r e c e n t  f i r e  h a s  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
i n t e r i o r .  

The f r o n t  d e p e n d e n c i e s  f l a n k  t h e  fo rmal  g a r d e n .  The e a s t  and  w e s t  b u i l d i n g s  
r e s p e c t i v e l y  c o n s i s t  o f  a n  o r a n g e r y  and a  s c h o o l h o u s e  o r  o f f i c e .  Both  s t r u c t u r e s  
a r e  execu ted  i n  a  combina t ion  o f  F lemish  bond and raridom c o u r s e  American bond.  The e d i f i c e s  

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  #2) 
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have a  c e n t r a l  e n t r a n c e  f l a n k e d  by 616 hung-sash windows w i t h  s h u t t e r s  and  a r e  c o v e r e d  
by shed  r o o f s  w i t h  p a r a p e t s .  The d a i r y  i s  a  o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  a l s o  l o c a t e d  
southwt.st o f  t h e  main house .  The b u i l d i n g  h a s  wea the rboarded  g a b l e s  and a s t e e p  s h i n g l e -  
covered  r o o f .  

The cemete ry  i s  l o c a t e d  w e s t  o f  t h e  main house .  It c o n t a i n s  t h r e e  m a r k e r s ,  o n e  a  
marble  column. The fo rmal  g a r d e n  i n  f r o n t  ( s o u t h )  o f  t h e  house  was q u i t e  i m p r e s s i v e .  
The house  is e l e v a t e d  o n  a  r i s e  w i t h  t h e  g a r d e n  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  b a s e  and bounded by a  s m a l l  
s t r e a m  t h a t  was c r o s s e d  by a  s m a l l  b r i d g e .  The g a r d e n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  m a i n t a i n e d ,  and a l l  
t h a t  remains  is  a  c a s t - i r o n  f o u n t a i n .  E a r l y  photographs  show t h e  f o u n t a i n ,  t h e  b r i d g e  and 
a  v a r i e t y  o f  f l o w e r s  and s h r u b s .  

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The nominated p r o p e r t y  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  135 a c r e s  i s  a  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  T a y l o r  
a c r e a g e  o f  L,408 a c r e s  (1854). The nominated p r o p e r t y  i n c l u d e s  t h e  main  h o u s e ,  o u t b u i l d i n g s  
cemetery  and fo rmal  g a r d e n .  The s u r r o u n d i n g  a c r e a g e  was farmed by T a y l o r  a s  w h e a t  f i e l d s  
t h u s  p r o v i d i n g  munincumbered  view o f  t h e  house  from t h e  main  r o a d ,  now Route  614. The 
n a t u r a l  t e r r a i n  i s  u s e d  a s  o d e f i n i t i o n  o f  boundary.  

8 .  STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

fa rming  o p e r a t i o n ,  w h i l e  Mrs. T a y l o r  l i v e d  i n  a  b o a r d i n g  house  o n  Grace  S t r e e t  i n  Richmond. 
A l a w s u i t  b r o u g h t  i n  1859  by Wyatt  Cardwel l  a g a i n s t  George T a y l o r  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  T a y l o r  
was a t  t h a t  t ime l o o k i n g  f o r  a n  o v e r s e e r  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  Horn Q u a r t e r  w h i l e  he made a  t r i p  
t o  Munich, Germany t o  v i s i t  h i s  c h i l d r e n .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  s u i t  i t  was e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  
t h e  house  had i n d o o r  plumbing i n c l u d i n g  w a t e r  c l o s e t s ,  b a t h s ,  and b a s i n s  t h a t  had a  t e n d e n c ~  
t o  f r e e z e  i n  w i n t e r .  Also  ment ioned i n  t h e  s u i t  were  a  f o u n t a i n  a n d  e x t e n s i v e  g a r d e n s  t h a t  
needed c a r e f u l  t e n d i n g .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  modern conven iences  and a  fo rmal  g a r d e n ,  t h e  h o u s e  c o n t a i n s  a l a v i s h  
i n t e r i o r .  Along w i t h  i t s  f i n e  Adamesque-style p l a s t e r w o r k  and woodwork, t h e r e  is  a l s o  
ev idence  of  b o t h  g r a i n i n g  and m a r b l e i z i n g .  The e l e g a n t  t h r e e - s t o r y ,  open-wel l  s t a i r  and  
s p a c i o u s  h a l l s  and p a r l o r s  would i n d i c a t e  a  w e a l t h y  owner. The g a r d e n  p l a n  a n d  complement- 
i n g  dependenc ies  add t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f o r m a l i t y  o f  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n .  

Prom t h e  deed books o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, i t  seems t h a t  George T a y l o r  was 
f o r c e d  to s e l l  o f f  some o f  t h e  l a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  Horn Q u a r t e r  due  t o  i n c r e a s e d  f i n a n c i a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  I n  1868 he m a r r i e d  h i s  c o u s i n ,  H e n r i e t t a  P e n d l e t o n ,  4 0  y e a r s  h i s  j u n i o r .  
George T a y l o r  d i e d  i n  September 1872 and h i s  s o n ,  John Penn T a y l o r  r e c e i v e d  Horn Q u a r t e r  
i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  e s t a t e .  According t o  t h e  t a x  books ,  John  P. T a y l o r  o c c u p i e d  
t h e  house u n t i l  a t  least 1880. The p r o p e r t y  was purchased i n  1979  from t h e  e s t a t e  o f  M i s s  
Dor i s  Powell  by M r .  & M r s .  John M i l l s  o f  Hanover County who farm t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  l a n d .  

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  $13) 
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8. STATEIENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i ts  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Taylor 
fami ly ,  Horn Quar ter  may possess archaeologica l  p o t e n t i a l .  On t h e  p roper ty  i s  probably 
loca ted  the  s i t e  of the  18th-century res idence ,  a  house a t  one time owned by Thomas 
Nelson. The place has not ye t  undergone archaeologica l  examination. 

1825 King William County Land Tax Hooks. 
2'  1830, i b i d .  

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

s a i d  r o u t e ;  thence extending 1,400' N t o  50'  contour l i n e ;  thence  extending about  
1,400' NW; thence tu rn ing  E and extending approximately 1,000' ;  thence  extending 200' N; 
thence extending 2,500' E t o  poin t  of o r i g i n .  
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